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The German legal framework for 
human faeces that are not disposed 
in wastewater treatment is unclear. 
Nevertheless, we want to utilise them 
for fertilizer. In order to understand 
the legal framework, in principle, this 
diagram explains which laws and 
regulations apply to bio-waste, 
sewage sludge and animal faeces.
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BRINGING TO MARKE T

APPLIC ATION

Bio-waste Sewage Sludge Farm Slurry

What is it?

How should I 
treat it?

When is it a 
fertilizer?

Can I sell it?

What can I 
do with it?

AbfKlärV:
Allows mixture or com-
posting production

EU reg. & TierNebV:
Makes demands on 
composting plants and 
treatment processes

DüMV:
Limits values for pollutants, requirements for epidemiological hygiene, 

requirements for phyto-hygiene

DüMV:
Regulates which types of fertilizers and raw materials are authorized for bring 

the product to market, and allows exceptions for research and testing purposes

DüV:
General regulations on fertilization and fertilizer use

The recycling process is 
successfully completed when 
a hygienic product is available 
that does not pose any risk to 
humans, animals or the 
environment.

Recycling Management Act (KrWG)
Basis of the German waste law, 
aims among other purposes at the 
recycling of waste. The orderly and 
harmless recycling of waste is the 
precondition for its integration into 
a product.

Fertilisation Act (DüngG)
Basis of the German ferti-
lizer law, aims at the protec-
tion of the environment and 
humans, through rules for 
the distribution and use of 
fertilizers

BioAbfV:
Defines treatment 
procedures and regu-
latory requirements 
for process monitoring 
procedures BioAbfV:

Process monitoring

AbfKlärV:
Additional limit values 
for organic pollutants

EU reg. & TierNebV:
Stricter Requirements 
for epidemiological 
hygiene

BioAbfV:
Stricter requirements 
on heavy metal content 
and phyto-hygiene

AbfKlärV:
Restricted quantities to 
be placed on the market

BioAbfV & AbfKlärV:
Require soil-related tests before application, limit the 

application quantity, restrict the recovery 
(area and time)

Waste of plant, animal 
and fungal origin

Effluent from waste 
water treatment plants

Excreta from farm 
animals

FROM FAECES TO FERTILIZER

Glossary

DüMV 
Fertilizer Ordinance
AbfKlärV 
Sewage Sludge Ordinance
BioAbfV 
Biowaste Ordinance
TierNebV 
Animal by-products disposal 
Regulation
EU reg. 
an EU regulation on animal 
by-products
DüV 
Fertilizer Ordinance

What is important to the legislator?
Guidelines for the recycling of the three waste products  to be processed 
for fertilizers
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